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F()RE\VOR[). 


I'oK af^c-. Islam lalxmrccl undfr 
mis! cprcsiaitatioii West. Thinf’s unknown 
to Muslim world wi-rtl a^ciibi-d to thiar faith and 
its inluTent virtiu'n deniod. Islam rcaclml 
iMUnpc tlirou,i.;li adultnatfd channel and could 
iini i M',a|H- the ( (>nr.equciti e^. I)en^>l■ clouds ol 
inbanlormatii'ii and nuM-on^tniction, ^herrlitre, 
t'n\rl(i|H'd It'. hr;lli:int la< !• and it', hisiutv 
txr.imc di^lii;ui\Hl. Thi^ rotate ol tlyni,s 
(■(imiinii'd tiirreeentlwwlu-n tlio in nd ol i‘Vfnt'' 
lH-i;;ui t" ciianijc tln-ir ('nurte and t^ie We'.Ter!i 
mmd hceaiiir aiixiou-. tit kiMw mori' and hcitor 
111 hlani. and i^rt il'.idl di^ahuM•d ot what it saw 
u! niii ifli^iitii liirou:;h niloured ^la.'.^e'.. 

Like many nthei tliii^:> >1 I^lam tii' 
Oicuii'iit w.b ,L;iven ,i verv wriinq and, 1 mav 
^av, l.ll^e notion nl the Ouranie teJclnne^ a> to 
the pn'.itioii ol wninan in Islam ; in fact the very 
ii|)|iit>ite (i| what Ini'. l>een tam;ht of the fail 
M X m the Mu^hm Mu red scriinures. It is only 
to repeat naked truth, if 1 say that Islam simpiv 
came to tlu» redemption ol woman when she was 
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in the lurch/' Woman was hardly allowed to 
stand even at the lowest step of the ladder of 
humanity, and Islam, with one .bound, raised 
]\€r to the top. Prophet Muhammed, the only 
Bentdactor and Emancipator of the wciaktr 
sox. gave us a position, religious. s(K:ial, and 
intelkx'tual, which a \v< .nan prior to his 
afh’ent could not even dream of. The last word 
of advice wliicli the Holy Prophet of Arabia 
had to gra* to his companion and through them 
to th(‘ whole world wa> to resj)e<'t and 
maintain the sacredner>.'> of feinaK* rights. “ The 
rights of woinm.’' how nobly he e\hort(*d, “ are 
sacrefl ; see that women an* maiikaine<l in the 
rights attributed t(» tlaan.” ’ h'ear (jod, in 
regard to the treatment oi your wi\e>. f(»r 
verily they are your lu'lpeis, you ha\s: taktm 
them on tlu* '^►ecurity of (iod." 

: In matter i (A inheritance l:>lam give^. \\y, 
right which no other civilization, modtrn or 
ancient, could think of. 

To codify all the rule‘s and regulations 

L 

promulgated by the (Hiran <ind the Holy 
Messenger to better female condition, to 
follow which would make dimply a paradise 
of our home, is a work demanding .labour and 



time, which . one entrusted like me by Goa 
with the duticr. ol admiflist rating a State, 
could hardly alford. 1, however, intend to do 
something to the enlightenment of my sixers 
in the \Vl•^l on tlli^ subject and write a. book, 
wliicli I name “ Muslim Home.” It will appear 
in (lilierent parts, nd the first of it I publish in 
the form ol tlu-M' page> under the title of 
” .X PrcM-nt to Married Couple.'’ 


AnMi;i).\r..\u I’.vl.m i-,. I 
Ifnor.M.. It^ni.x. 

Diitiii 1st Juniuiry. Iia4.' 


S 


L'LTAN'JEHAN, 


Begtm 




MAN AND WOMAN AND THEIR RELATIVE 

POSITION. 


The Beneficent' God has laid the founda- 
tions of social life on the gathering together of 
men and women, and their intimate relation w 
each other. It commenced with the descent 
of th# First Man and Woman and will continue 
so long as there is one single couple of them left 
on the earth. It was therefore necessary to 
have certain principles and rules laid down in, 
order to regulate their social intercourse and 
strengthen their bonds of union. God the 
Most High has laid down the prihciples and 
enunciated the lasvs in the Holy Quran ; and 
our Holy Prophet (on whom be peace !) has 
amplified them in his Holy Traditions. Befofe, 
however, entering upon the rules of social life, 
it is necessary to define clearly the relative 
spheres of man and woman according t* the 
laws of our religion ; and it will appear that 
Islam recognises no distinction between man 
and woman other than those which the very 

nature of their respective constitution demands, 

I 
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and that also not to lower her position In 
Chapter xxxiii and verse 35, of the Quran 
which relates to the remission ol sins and the 
reward of good works, men and women are 
mentioned alike : 

“ Verily, the Moslem men and women, and 
the faithful men and women, and die devout 
men and women, and the truthful men and 
women, and the patient men and women, and 
the humble men and women, and the chardable 
men and women, and the fasting men and 
women, and the men and W(’»men who preserve 
their m<‘^er>ty, and the imm and women who 
remember God much.— God has pia^pan'd for 
them pardon and a great reward." (Surah 
xxxiii, 35.) 

The vtTM* quoted above n in itself a gospel 
to the weaker sex. It brings woman to e(|iial 
footing with man on religiour^ ami inoiail planes. 
Before the revelation of the (.)uran ^lie had hwn 
denied all that purity and ^aciedne.^^ which 

had been taken as inanS sole possession. Japan 

• 

closed the doors of its religious seminari(t.s against 
her in times of yore. China could not suffer 
the females to participate in religious worship 
with the males. Deified images in India would 
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losOiull ili\ iiit; i!lciTi(‘nts in thmii if, ciccordin,!^ to 
certain Shastrijs, they perchance were touched 
by a woman. ]:-ven Solomon, the wise, could 
not allow his (jueen to enter into the holy 
pr<icincts of his Temple. The Mediaeval Church 
brouj.dit femah" disi^raee to its clima.x, when all 
sorts of e\*i4 a'>peisions were hurled over her 
head under mi'>'.;uided ndi^ioiis notions. Islam, 
howexer. came in time, to her rescue and brought 
her Wessingr^ of unique character. But Islam, 
as I said betore. remained ^ui))^^ to gross 
misrepresentation, audit was allei^ed that the 
faith of Arabia lowered her p<»siti<*u\ t'* tha 
low(ir>t ])os>ii)le degree. .Some* (h its libellers 
went so far as to r^av that I>lam did not believe 
in woman po^sosing a >oul. I take it to he a 
<'alumn\ oj the deepest dve. Tiie per}>etrators 
of it eitlier do fail to a]>pi^‘ciate what -.oiil is, 
or tlu;y have nex'er taken the trouble of unclcr- 
r^landing thoM* great inoi\il> in us. which when 
}>ro})eiiy cultivated r>trengthen our spirituality 
and produce high state human soul. Jesus 
Clirist, when asked by liis disciples of the ways 
which may enal)l(‘ them to work wonders, has 
been reporyid to have said the lollowing : — 

This kiiul c.iif ctniu- luriii by uulhinjj.bul by pr.»y a:»vl tasting,— 
St. k, 



4 


THE MARRIED (COUPLE. 


But the Ouraa goes a step further. It adds 
to “ prayer and fasting ” some other high 
morals to perfect our spirituality, which 
according to the above-given verse are open 
equallv to man and woman. The said 
verse— and the Book of God teems with such 
verses— in itself gives the lie to’ the notion 
obtaining in the West that Islam denies soul 
in woman. 

In all Islamic teachinj; one does non fail 
to find a clear tendency to create equality 
between woman and man. The two sexes arc. 
’ howeverr/neant by nature, to ix?rform separate 
duties and. therefore, do’dit'ter in their nature 
and constitution. 

To propagate the species, they had to 
perform different functions 'and were cons<!- 
quently given different equipments. It led to 
palpable diversity in their respective j)hysi(|ue 
and morals ; and gave tenderness to one and 
strength to the other. To nursci young ones 
and t^ rear them up properly did demand tender- 
ness in morals to an extent which was sure to 
disable their owner to face unav’oidaldc trials 
of life. If woman was, therefore,^ given the 

f 

charge of domestic duties, man was required 
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to fight the hardships of the#times. To secure 
peace and safety to life and property conse- 
quently fell to the lot of the stronger sex, who 
^ot, therefore, a sort <»( precedence over the 
other. This one superiority in man was a 
necessary sefiuel ot the re>pective parts man 
and woman liad to play in the propagation and 
protection o( mankind : otherwise tliey were 
meant to lx* (xiua! to each other in e\erv other 
respect. How l)(‘aiitifully the Oiiran bears out 
this truth when it — “ And women have 

a right like as men hav(*a right against them — 
/.c., to them is due what is clue from tjiem-^' 
in all fairness but men have* been gi\en a rank 
above them.” (Chapter ii. 22S.) The very 
reason, as gi\’en al)«»\e. of this superiority of 
men over wianeit ha> been explained in another 

verse of the Quran. “ Mcif stand above women. 

' ^ 

for that God has graced the one of them above 
the other and for that they sj^end of their 
substance (for them).” (Chapter iv. 34.) 

The superiority of men as set forth in the 
above verse is by no means prejudicial to the 
equality of the sexes. Evidently sucli superi- 
ority is tiisential to the good governance and 
maintenance of the universe : if this gradation 
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were abolished, tke jxiace of the world w«uld 
be seriously menaced and all afi-^airs would be 

I ' 

at a standstill. This distinction is hv no means 

0 

confined to the relation of the sexes, but it \f> 
manifest in all the affairs of this world : oni^ 
is rich, the other poor : and Xature has so 
knitted them t(>gether that the one Is dependent 
upon the other. No matter how lil)iy'al-minded 
one may be he cannot level thes(' distinctions 
off. Tlu'V, h.owe\er, do not interfere with the 

I 

said etiuaiity in principle. Superinrity assigned 
to man is Iry no meanc int<*n(led to affect the 
figh'is of^ woman : and the ecpiilibrium i^ 

t 

amply maintained by the* sacred trust t(» woman, 
that (»f “ bidnging up ” infant>. In this lespcct 
we may well call woman the Hj»ject in which 
God’s nursing attribute is maftiife>t(‘d. and this 
position though indtsuperior is c:t‘rtainly by no 
means any the inferior to that of man. who 
in his capacity of standing abo\e women ” 
assumes the eternal attribute nf the Great 
Maintainer. Thus the two great divine attri- 
bute^— the Maintenance and the Nourishment ol 
the universe found their epiphany in mankind 
through father and mother. The d fference in 
the nature of these two duties together with the 
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difftrence in their requirements created some 
physical and Jnoral difference in the male and 
female, but to minimise its effect the verse 
»v:is clear enough to say ; — 

‘‘ I'o her the same what is rlue from her." 

It is noteworthy that tlie right of bringing 
up infants is assigned to the mother who can 
perform this part better and with a tenderness 
not to be found in the father ; he, however, is 
responsible for the expenses of the upbringing. 
The following verse of the Holy Quran relates 
to this point ; — 

“ And mothers t^hall give suck to their 
children two full years fiji* him who desires to 
complete the suckling ; and on h'm to whom 
it is born devfdves their sustenance, and their 
clothing. acc(»rding to what is just/' (Sifrah ii. 
23d) 

'r!\er>e verges when read togf^her only go 
to make it clear that this superiority of man 
after all is a partial superiority and fliat it 
cannot be used by one to other’s detriment, 
and that real precedence consists in superiority 
of action^ and deed. This truth has been 
inculcateA in ani'ther verse in the Quran which 
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dealing with the .relative position of wonaan 
and man, runs thus : — 

“ And do not boast of the precedence which 
God has given to one of you over the other, the^ 
men shall ha\*e a portion of what tliey e;u*n 
and the woman also a portion of what they 
earn, and ask God of his grace, • verily (lod 
knWs about all things/' (Chapter iv, 32.) 

Similarly in matters of disagreement 

% 

between man and wife tire course adopted U r 
reference ‘to arbitration maintanib the siine 
right of equality between man and wife. The 
IloK^ H(^)k savs thus 

I 

f 

“ And if yc fear a breacli between the 
two (man a‘nd wife) then send a judge ln»m 
his people and a judge from her peojrle ; if 
they desire a reconciliation, God will arrange 
between them ; verily, (iod i^^ knowing, 
informed." (Surah iv, 35.) 

The special regard to the weaker sex which 
underlies all these principles and laws makes 
the pBsition of woman specially prominent. 

I 

It is aho remarkable that a special chapter 
was revealed concerning them which l>ears 
their name- the Suratu'n-Nisa (tlk^ chapter 
of Women). Added to this, their i?xeni}ition 
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frrtn such acts of devotion which aie likelv to tell 

w' 

upon their corfetitution — they are not bound to be 
present in the Congregational Service (prayers) at 
the Mosque even on Fiidav> ; they are not to do 
battle in the Cause of (lod. And the rewards due 
to such pious a('t^ are ap])ointed tor women on 
their j)erIorfning certain lighter actr^ devotion, 
a woman acquires the merits due to thtj man 
who doe^i battle in the Cau^e ot God ( Jiluid) by per- 
forming a pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca, tho troubles 
attendant u]K)n r^uch <1 journev t»n tfie part of 
woman being taken <priui\ a!eiU tf> troul)les 
a man unde.rgoe> in a tight in tlu: 

Similarly gi\‘ing birtli Xn a r.hild < r nursing 
it even securer the >anie merit in thf* eve of God. 

It ha‘> i)cen reported l»y A\ashah (God 
bless her I), wile M the Hi>ly Pn^pliet. that when 
she qiustion(‘d the Pr<*plu*l!»a'> to whetlu*r Jihad 
was enjoined iipcn women, he replied in the 
alhrmative. but explained tha^ the Jihad 
enjoined upon women was one in whicli there 
was no bloodshed and lU) slaughter, sfich as 
the pilgrimage to Mcx'ca or a visit thereto. 

%votil> n| ihr l*n>plk‘! dru ulotjiu iU ^■l'>uuj^h to tjivc 
iriu* i‘xpt)Mlioi^to Jihad. Ii in not alway.N war in the CauM.’ of Gotl 
which amounts to jihad, hut all tjoui duudN to fiuthur emls of Gtxl 
mean jihai!. 
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She also related that on one occasion •she 
asked for permission to take pait in a Jihad, 
but the Holy Prophet said that a pilgrimage 
on her part was equal to a Jihad: 

Abu-Hurairah reports that the ^ Prophet 
said that the person who undertakes the main- 
tenance of an orphan, whether a stranger or a 
relatite, is nearer to me as the two fingers in a 
hand (he showed by bringing together his two 
fingers), and one who strives to bring up three 
female oTphans will certainly ‘ha\'e. in the 
future, paradise as his abode,' and liis reward 
will b^. equal to that of a man engaged in Jihad 
for the Cause of God, who is at the same time 
fasting and ds steadfast in hi-, iaith, .-Cnd it 
need hardly' be added that this is exactly the 
part f)f a woman’s work which* it is given to her 

alone to fulfil most admirably. 

€ « 

Above all, women are to be treated with 
the utmost jespect. and corjjoral punishment 
is to be inflicted upon their calumniators in 
this wt^rld, who have been declared to l)c under 
the curse of God in their life to come as the 
F>ook says : — 

And those who asperse chasve women, 
and then bring not four witnessel., 


scourge 



THE MARRIED COUPLE. 


II 


thetn with eighty stripes, and receive not their 
testimony for ever ; and these, they are the 
wicked doers. (Surah xxiv, 4.) 

The other verse in the Surah runs thus 
“ Verily, those who asperse chaste women, 
—careless, believin^^— shall be cursed in this 
world and *thc hereafter ; and for them is a 
great torment.” (Ibid, 23). 

I shall now treat of the matters bearing 
upoR the relation of man and wife and their 
social intercourse. 



MARRIAGE. 


Our civilization is as much chic to riic 

4 . 

efforts of man as to the ti\iubles and irrivation 
of woman. To bring our struggles in life to 
success thev both should unite and work 

together ; _ and it is only natural that certain 

% 

laws should be framed to define their rospcttico 
rights when they enter into ci-njugal relation 

4 

to perform that great ^nd. In order to make 
tiiis 3K*lati6n' happy, definite priiyiiples have 
been laid in every age and among e\’ery peoph;. 
But in dealing with this relation Islam, true 
to its natural proclivities, has followed higher 
principles of Nature ; and \foman being the 
weaker of the two, Hivery allowance has been 
made in her favour. 

Among Mussulmans this relation begins 
with the contract of marriage, which is a sacred 
religious institution. Tlie first principle oji 
which this institution is based is the free consent 
of man and woman ; and the woman who has 
arrived at the age of puberty is as- much free 
as man. At the marriage, the jJ'.escnce of 
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a proxy and \w'o male witnesses is considered 
essential ; or in case two male witnesses are 
not available. f)n(! male witness and tw'o female 
witnesses arc required : no marriage can take 
plyice without tiie presence of the witnes^e.•5. 
11 the woman is present on the occasion and 
offers heiscJf in marriage, no proxy is needed. 
It is also essential for the \ alidity of a ma»rfT?ige 
that the offer i*> actualK’ made bv the woman 

*1' 

,iml .accepted by tiie man. li. on "'the lawiul 
guardian askitig per^Uh^ion ol tlie ^mmarried 
girl, ehe keep^ sirence or r:>mile> it intcrpretedi 
into an alhrmative reply. 

Under certain cbiitingencie^ people :>tand 
in need ol marrving the minor couples. Tliougii 
a rare occurrence, but to perfect tiie law Islam 
ha> also made pro\isions h r the same. The 
marriage of the minors t^kes place with the 
guardians as proxies on either side, or some 
others appointed by them to represent their 
respective parties ; any marriage without such 
pioxies is considered invalid. The mirRu boy 
or girl, on attaining his or her age is htnvever 
free either to continue or dissolve the marriage. 
But the parties are only allowed to use this 
privilege ^'hen the lawTul guardians are other 
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than their fathers or grandfathefs, but if the 
father or grandfather has given aw^iy his cliildren 
in marriage, the parties are not fvde on attaining 
the age of marriage to dissolve tlic marriage. 
This distinction is based upon the natural 
affection and love of the father and grandfather 
whose wisdom, experience, and solicitation for 
the ^ood of their children to get suitably 
married is bound to be beneficial beyond doubt. 
And it is, therefore, imperative that in £»ucli 
cases a gh*l should not be allowed to cfissolve 
her marriage t. 

If the miiior had knowledge of the marriage 
before attaining puberty, the marriage-knot 
can be dissolved as soon as she attains her age i 
and if she lias no knowledge of it, before arnx ing 
at the age, she can diss(dvc the marriage tlie 
moment she ccmies to-know of it ; but any delay 
in dissolving the contract after the knowledge 
nullifies the effect of this privilege. 

If an unmarried woman marries a man 
not hei equal in social position, the marriage 

I 

becomes invalid. Of course, if her guardians 
(father and grandfather) agree to the con- 
nection it will be considered valid. ‘ Similarly, 
if a woman agrees to a dowry much^less than 
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is i\,sual in hef family without tlie permission 
of her guardi'i^n, the guardian ean have the 
marriage diss<^l\ed tlirough tlie Oazi (or judge) 
but if the d(‘.ficienrv is made up the guarcfian 
ceJ^scs to»have this right. 

To a\(»id all clandestine connections it is 
considcn^fl meritorious for the marriage to be 
performed and celel)ratcd in a Mosque a«f! on 
a Friday— the day of congregation, and to 
read wedding sermon (khutbah) on the occasion 
is considered ft sunnuf (a practice oainecrated 
by the Holy lVo})het). Tirmizi relates the 
following > 

It i^ reported Ti om Ayeshah (God bless 
her !) that the Holy ITojdiet of God said : — 

' Notify this marriage, and perfornT it in the 
Mosque, and celebrate it by beating tam- 
bourine.’ ” 

It is also a siDinat to distribute dates after 
the serm(»n. 11 the girl be a minor, she can be 
married with tlu; permission of the guardian. 
It is allowed tt) the marriageable wonmn. or 
to her guardian acting for lier, to enter into any 
special contract with the husl)and at the time 
of marriag®, which is lawful ; but any of the 
following contracts are held to be invalid : 
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(i) That the wife shall dv^ell witli her 
parents even after she has arrived at the age of 
puberty. In this case, if the husblind has paid 

t 

off the wh(»lc dowry, or part of it due imme- 

t 

diately after the mairiage, he may keep his 
wife with him. < 

(ii) That any one party will. lia\’e un- 
qucffifod power to dissolve the marriage. 

(hi) That the marriage is tor an appointed 
period ; in^this case, not only the contract. but 
with it the marriage becomes \^id. 



POLYGAMY 


The subject u'ncler discussion will remain 
incomidctt ii I sav nothing about polygamy, 
or batter called polvgan\-, as polyandry in.-W9hi 

is strictly proliibit(‘d. The subject has caused 

•* 

a misunderstanding even in the learned 

class ol the nmi-Muslim^. To take polygamy 
as an es>ential in Nam. would be an unpardon- 
able mistake. In (act the teaching pf th^^^ai'w 
goe> otherwise, aiul ^tronglv recommends mono- 
gamy. Islam claims to be a univerial religion. 
It was not revealed to meet the requirements 
of a particular race or age: with its world- 
wide mission Islam had to look to the require- 
ments of all ages, countries, and civilizatitnis. 
Besides the substantial laws, the code of Islam, 
as every wise legislation must do, provides 
certain ordinances which ma\' be calltd as 
adjectives or remedial laws, with an elasticity 
to meet the contingencies of the place and 
time. It (kprecates their abuses and lays 
proper restrictions as to the use. 


a 
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The events gf the world i^ive rise e^jme- 
tiines to circumstances wliich ♦cause appreci- 
able paucity in the number (/!' men. Tribal 
wars often lead to the same result ; and leave 

* I 

numberless members of the weaker sex without 
home and ]n*otection. W'^th all our refined 

I 

ideas of chivalry and broad-mind(idness. no 

ot^ •institution but marriage can safely come 

up to save the situation. Other measures have 
1 

r 

been schemed and tried, but they could not 
avoid uifdesirable results. To Maintain 'strict 
continence and piety in stK:ief \ Nlam w( uid not 
'rectuTjmend any woman to .srek ri‘fuge under 
the roof of any man \\\]o dots not >tand in 
marital, or within the prohibited degree of, 
relation to her. Our experience also a 
way to endorse the advisability of I>l;uni(; policy 
in this re.spect. Polygamy is tlie only >pi'cific 

I 

remedy to meet the need. Hut woman has 
not been l^ft without her own choice in tlie 
matter. To secure her peace, comfort, and 
hapjJiness if she needs no otlu'r’s help or pro- 

I • 

tection, no one would compel her in Islam to 
marry one who is already a luisband to another 
woman. Thus polygamy as said' before is a 
sort of remedial law in Islam whiclj may come 



^9 


TriE MAFfRIED CCJUPLE. 

to oj^ration wl4n opportunity arises and should 
not be resorted to vvlien there is no occasion 
for it. It is not (»nly for connubial purposes 
that an equality ot number in men and worh’en 
is a necessity. Human liie presents occasions 
where onh' men ate in requisition. How t«» 
till our shJtttored ranks and make u]) tli'* dearth, 
it some national calainitv call^e^ unima;^iiiKWe 
decrease.' in male number ? Tin- only two resoits 
left are either lo eiicnur.iL;'' bastardy nr adopt 
j)uly^ainv. To rtrniil tiie numbt,-]> Iiurnan 

sOCU't\' sonietilllo'. sUel! '^tualio]], to 

solve which On *'||<' with lie' least Sellst* ot 
d(‘Cenc\’ m him wniild itvoinmeiid the ioriner 
One, m lact can not iimkr^tand the 
rationale oi tie- law in the wv>i wmcit. prac- 
ticalh' speakinp. ,co!idoiie'. wii.it it •■(•ndeinns 
under the name oi i'lp.iitiw Marriai^e after 
all Is oiil\- a utiion ul man and woin.in W’nlch 
under specified torm iecei\ed the sanction ot 
the society, iiierelore, if sjiecial circumstances 
at a time do dianand imiltiplicaticm of units in 
a nation, wiiv not legalise wiiat has already 
received tile sam tion of practice and usaije, and 
save thoiisMids of ihoiisands of souls from the 
ignominy of being called ' bastard,’ and thus 
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give them riglit ^to inherit cvcYything of^ him 
who gave them their body, ft would go to 
improve morality and strenglhcn sacredness 
of nuptial rights. Thus polygamy sometim<^‘s 
becomes a national necessity. 

The institution has Also its legitimate 
uses in individual cases a^ \\M. A house 
witnHvut children is as silent and dull as a church- 
yard. Besides, propagation of one's species 
« 

the most 'important of all tlu' purpo>es oh mar- 
riage, anfi if all hopes of an issue through the 
first uife are at an end, /lu‘re Aw only thre^e wavs 
f».pef{^t^ man : either to divorce the \\ih‘, or to 
deny himself th(‘ pleasure of Iia\ ing an i>>iu‘- 
the desire of every married man or to wait till 
the death of the wife, and si>oil hi> wh(»le life. 

Is not then a second contem])oramN^u^ 
marriage to be preierred to any of the a!)o\(‘ 
conditions ? Beside^, man sometime> (»Miged 
to adopt thi^ course from >o(aal and political 
consideratums. He may do it end >a\eli(art- 
burnifigs, if he is >tronglv idlached to his tirst 
wife. The (;a>e of Nap<»!eon present> a good 
illustration. He had to divorce hi'> well-beloved 
wife Jo.sephine, a lady possessing Virtues and 
abiUtie> of a very hi^h okUm. Iheie was 
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wariiicst attachment between the two, but 
Napoleon could not have an i^sue through her, 
and the country ther(‘for(‘ insisted upon her 
divorce. Tiie account of her divorce as related 
bv liistoriilns is extremely pathetic. Napoleon 
married another wife, hr reigned splendidly 
and eiijoyeM th»; Ixmefit'; of a pro>]X'rous king- 
dom ; then came calamities upon him. #fTic'h 
continued until lii> d<‘atli. Josephine had been 
(livorex'd, but their lov<‘ for »-ach otlior underwent 
n(> change. j<»se])lnn<- remem])*‘red l!im with 
ardent love and >vmpaUiv m lii> tfoiibles and 
calamities a^ in the (levs of happiiKS'^ ^tit 
the stroip^; ('ord whicli < <»ul(] bind tht'in together 
liad snappe<l aMind'-r. If ])olvgftmy were 
allowed end this wa^. 1 siw mie oi the very 
rare (»('ca>ions wheA* tiie Jurists ol Islam have 
saiu.tioned polvgamy Napok'tm and his widow 
would not have sutfered thi^ extreme affliction. 
Muslim ladi(s liaw oitt n allowed thar husbands 
in such ('UMs to take another wife and beget an 
issue. 

But in tile case of wiunan it i> otherwise. 
She has very little to do with politics, and she 
may keep Ircaself ahud from scKual matters as 
well, il she chooses to do so. Thus she scarcely 
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has to face the ccvatingencies me^itioncd above ; 
but when there is such an occasion the law 

f 

supplies for her a measure which is known in 
Islam as Khula, hereinafter e.^plained. B\it 
the law does not allow a woman to Haw at -one 
time more than one' husj)and. This is quite 
in consonance with rea>(>n. Ascertainment of 
pateTffitv is necessary tor the* welfaia' :/k 
offsprings as far es tht‘ir maintenance and general 
bringing up go(‘>. audit W(»iild be simplv rinpo>- 
sible in case of polx andry. Man may ha\'e more 
than one \<Hfr . tla-re *c.in l)e no difficulty in 
‘Set-kiaf; the qiu of thru riuldrvn’> panaitage 
and with it their snap’ oi inheritance in the 
father’s ^u^>pert\^ Hut it it were ordained 
(which God forl)id !} that :i woman could have 
several men a^ ht-r hu'>l)and>' then* would ha\e 
arisen, l)cside> the '^corruption, disputes a> to 
the paternity of thechildn'n, their inheritance, 
education, and training, and the whole super- 
structure of societ\' anti civilization would ha\e 
gone^'to naught. 

(If course those who indulge in polygamy 
without any obvious n‘ason. and do not fulfil 
conditions imposed upon tiiem by Islam, 
deserve public contempt and hatred. Islam 



THE MARRIED COUPLE. 


23 


(loei^ not permil plurality of wives to every one. 
It placed the in.Uitution under restrictions which 
gradually proved to be a most efficacious check 
to polygamy,- and made the largest portion of 
tin; !\juslim world obsiTvc strict monogamy- 
The best check in ftict has l>een provided in the 
ver\' \cist' o>f the Oiirari which has been taken 
tij authorise polygamw 

“ 'Flu 'll marrv what seems good to you of 
(otluY) woMK'n. bv tw(»s. and threes, And fours » 
but ii ve [ear lhat ve dial! not act iiqiiitably, 
then «nu' only.” •(('iia^ter IV, 3)^ 

In thi^ sa'i'^f liu' license given to polyg^m^’ 

* • 

is curtailed b\' the pr.o'iso which enjoins strict 
e(|uitv and justice t'uvaiah all wivys obligatory 
(*n man. In case a man tear<.*d tii?n lie could 
iKd act equitab!\,and justlv between his wives 
he was diiarted t<' be content w'ith one wife 
onlv. 

in this \’erse tin* word fear deserves 
special attention ; that is to say. if a man is 
afraid that he will not be able to complj’ with 

I 

the pid\iso. he must not go beyond one wife. 
And it need hardl\' be pointed out how difficult 
it is to giv(* every one his (or her) own just due ; 
nor is every one able to do it. Nav, the book 
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inability of man to observe the reljuired equality 
of treatment in every resj)ect to i'.H of his wives, 
an3 thus emphasizes the desirability of having 


only one wife ; but suggests at the snme^ time 
a very wise course to those v/ho under unavoid- 
able circumstances have ^beiai compelhHl to 
hax%ifcaore than oik' wife. 

The verse is as follows : “ And ye can 

never act 'equitably between wcanen. although 
ye covet (it) ; but turn not witft all partiality 
to one, nor leave the other ‘like oni' in >us- 
pensc ; but if ve b(' lecone.iled, and tear (to do 

^ r 

wrong), verily, (iotl i> * iM.rgixing, ( (>m])as- 
sionatc.” (^urah W, liq). Again. “ And if a 
wife fear ilPusage or avi‘r>ion iroin her husband 
it shall be no crime in iheiq both that they 
shoulcf be reconcilejl among tliems«l\c^ with 
a ^e^>nciliation^ for reconciliatiort is be>t. And 
souls are prone to avarice. Init if ye be g(K>d 
and fear (to do wrong), verily. (lod is informed 
of w^hit ye do." (Ihid 128). 

It will tlms be clear from the abova^ verses 
that when a man has married two wiva^s and 
is inclined towards the one to a * degree of 
aversion against tlie other, and is j)repared to 
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divorce one oflliis wives, the above verses lay 
directions for ^lie guidance of both man and 
wife, namely, that they com<‘ to an under- 
standing among thems(?]ves and be rcconcihfl— 
tin; wife \yy for(‘g(mig some of her rights, and the 
man by self-contrdl. This would save each of 
them the' trwubks attendant upon a divorce. 

One may come to similar understandm^ith 
his wife before he launched his boat in what 


may.siibsequenllv ])rove to be trouWed waters. 

Bui the best remedy to saj^'e future 
unpleasantness lit^ in the hand of woman in 
Blam, where marriage i> a civil contract and can 
be saddhal with uece-sarv conditions, to violate 


which would in itselt bring marriage ti> nullity. 
Thus a woman who lears the possibility of 
second marriage, on the part of her fiance, 
can make j)rovisions against its unpfeasant 
effects befere she i^ married. She maf get 
special damages provided in her contriict of 
marriage, wiien tlu‘ contingency arises ; she 
may have the option of living separately’ from 
luT husband with a suitable maintenance or get 
herself divorc.ed iind lead an independent life 
and recovtl’ damages as well. But this should 
all be provided lor in th(‘ contract of marriage. 
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Polygamy in a,word, in Islan|, is a remedy. 
It has its uses and abuses. 'Islam guards 

C 

against the latter and allows the?' former under 
restrictions and stringent limits. 

More knowledge of human net'ds • aad 
exigencies would enlighten the world and enable 
it to see the necessity allowing an institution 
likeT!&iVg amy witli its rare and limited u:>c 
in Islam. 



NUPTIAL RIGHTS. 

r.* The Rights of the Wife. 

I lirr*t freat (»f the rights of the wife 
upon life husband. 

(/) Doary. In this calf^ory tiiM the 
of till- wile tc her dowry, which is an 
essential part (»t marria.ea-. There no limit 
tn tlie ainnunt ni dnwiA' that ina\ ha fixed upon 
in a niarnai^e. Tlii'^ depeiK.L upon mutual 
aijreenieiil and the abiliU' «•[ the parties 

Tlieie aif (wn >Nrt> <•! d'*\vry : one, maliri 
muiqiaf. tlu ctiier, mahri ;;/u e/ja/. The former 
prumiM'd tn be p.iid tn the wde on demand, 
and tiu' lattiT 4»n the expiry nt a term, even 
thniii;li tliis term ma\ imj ha\e been definitely 
fixed. In ea>e. laavewr, the amount of flowry 
ha^ nnt betii tixed at the marriage, and the 
^ej>artition onmi^ behue the emisummatkm of 
the marriage. .1 reasonable dowry is iillowcd, 
according to the dmvrv settled upon the 
marriages of th.e husbaiurs grandmothers and 
other iemale relations on the father’s side. If 
tlu' man become richer after marriage, and the 
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wife desires an increase in her dowry, while ^he 
husband also airrees to it, the anurunt of dowry 
may bo incroasod. If tho anKnmt of mahri 
mn’ajjal and mahri mirajjal has not boon 
clearly set forth, th(' same shall be umlersto(jd 
according to the practice in v<tgue in the society 

t 

of the place. When' any part has b«en'paid off 
immeciiiki.ely after tla* marriage, it shall b(' ('on- 
sidered as part of the uuihri lua'ajjal. 

If, after tlu' marring«‘, from some cans<f or 
other, the 'wife ('annot go lo live with the 
husband, or if -the husband is nelt willing to take 

•heF-Uxlive with him. or if she li.is been marri(‘d 

• • . 

t 

in childhood under proper guardiim and tli(‘ 
marriage is not consummated while tin* husband 


dies, she shall havethe whoh'of her dowrv. and, 
in case of divorce, one-half of tie* dowrv 'settled 
upf)n her. In the eveut of tla* hiwband\ death, 
since flie marriage-contract is liilfiirrd. the whole 


of the dowry becomes due ; l)ut in ihr ‘‘Veiit ol 
divorce, the contract is but lialf tullilled, and 
only haK the dowrv becomes due. 

In th(‘ latter ca-e, >ince tlie liusl)an(l 
enjoyed not the company of tla* wife, slie is not 
entitled, thc'rcdore, to tin? full auK^unt of dowry 
settled upon Iht in marriag<‘ f(U' th(‘ fullilment 
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of tills part ()f|li( r contract. ^But in view of the 
restriction jiut upon lier after bctrcjthal, and 
tlu' separation* may tell upon her fair name and 
^li'^nity, th(‘ law of Islam has provided this as a 
eoini¥msttion. 

In the casr divorce after the consum- 
Illation of •marriaj^e th(‘ whole of the dowry 
^^1 part of it not |)aid) wlu tlier mnWjjal or 
nni^t hr paid, and may he reco\’ered 
like<*thrr deht^ ; hut if thr divorce lakes place 
beiffi’e the r“n^iiiiiiiiati( ai of niarriay(^. onl\ one- 
halt ol tie- d(‘wf\ hrtjiMins flue.* Till Ouraii 

sa\s a^ loilows oil tile -.uhieel : , 

Ami li vr dix’orcr tluan l)eha'e ve have 
touched thrill, end ha\r vdifaiK* s^ltled a settle- 
meiit lor thnii, thru (\'r ^hall yi\'r them) half 
«<f what ye ha\ r tsrttlrd. iiiilr^^ the\’ reinit (it), 
or lie remit (it) in whoM'diand i.^ the knot of 
nuirriai^r ; and*that yr ^luaild remit is nearer to 
piety. But foia;i‘t not i;race aim yourselves ; 
\ crily, (iotl ^ees what ye do.” (Chapter II. 237.) 

And it the amount of dowr\* ha^ nf>t been 
clearly M*t forth, the husband is directed to pay 
somethiiyi; tf» tlu^ wik* a('Cf>rdiiii; to his means 
and tlu‘ law and practice of the society as we 
read in the Ouran. 
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“ It shall be no crime in yoy 
women so long as ye have not A 


if yc divj;)rce 
)uchc(i them, 


nor settled any settlement for thoni ; or provide 
for them — he who is well-to-do according to his 
ability, and he who is hard-up aocoidwig \o )iis 
ability — a reasonable proN'isftm a dut\’ ujion 

f 

those who do good. ’ (Ibid 23b.) ^ 


Ddtvry must be tixed according to tU^ 

means of the husband, and paid to the wile 
* 

either immediately or Iroin time tt> time by 
reasonable instalments. 


Sometimes marriages take place unde\ the 
guardianship ol parents. , and dowry .i> fixed 
upon according to their judgment. In ^iich 
cases, It incumbent upon the parents to hx 
upon a sum that may be. ])aid. and. more 
especially, the husband's lather must look l<» it 
abov.‘ all. Gererally speaking, there aie in all 
Muslim States Oazis* who pre>i(}f marriages, 
and an entry as to the amount nl dowry is made 
in their registers which are iitg.irdi-d as authen- 
tic. Where thc*re are no such systems it is 
desirable to have a de(*d ol dowry drawn up 
in order that it may serve as a go(Kl «‘\ idence 


to perlorrn n lif'ious part of marriage in Mullin'.. 
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in ajl law-suitF. The legal validity of the deed 
of dowry is an important item of life for a 
woman. In tjiis connexion, when the matter 
goes to the C(jurt, it must also be remembered 

i 

thijt a suit is frequt'ntly l)arrcd by limitation if 
not filed in time. In Islam there is no place for 
the law of limitation, Imt the excuse ir>, con- 
sidered invalid, as in all civil suits limiliLtion is 
an important point of law, and no law-suit is 
alloNNied for the lecovery of dowry itfter three 
\’(‘ars. 

'fhe ]H‘no(l h*»r the ]ULViiient of the mahri 
inn ajjal bej;in-. when thf ^viini' lias lieenrto^t 
demanded and the j^ayint'nt reluM-d : hut wlieii 
no demand ha> hia-n made duniy; the whole 
t('rm i'i the. married it lx*.eiii> at death or 

divorce. whiche\’tir may brin?; tlie t'oiuract to 
an end. The period ioi -^he jiayment of the 
mahri m\K al-.o ihr<-e vraix. and it begins 

from the dale ol the ileath t i lhe_ hiirxband, or 
divorce*. 

(/V) Proper Maintenance. --Next to flowry 
C(iin(‘S mainteiianer. The man i- obliged to 
maintain his wife reaMniablw And it is tor 
this that ihan is given the precedtiice above 


woman. 
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Men stand abo\'e women/ lor that God 

f I 

has graced the one of them above the other, 
and for that tbe\' spend of their substance 
(for^thein).” (Quran, Surah IV’, 34.) 

It is. therefore, incumbent up(xi maiv to 
give women their dowry aiM proper mainten- 
ance freely, which are an especial right of 
womem» There is no limit as to tlu* maintiai-. 
ance to be given to the wife, but it must be 

I 

according to the standard prevalent locally 
with due regard to the status of tlu‘ parties 
concerned. Tf the man is ])etter placed in life 

ttei^* thu woman, lu* is bound te pn>\ide for her 

1 

according to his <>wn station in lih^ ; and if the 
woman is better placed than himself, to provide 
for her in a way that may be only short of her 
station in life and above that of his own. In 
the meantime, tin* man is to make up tla* deli- 
ciency in his wife’s maintenance so far as he 
can, the deficiency b(dng regarded as a loan 
due to the wife, which tin* man must make 
good as soon as he is able to do it. All suits 

I 

regarding maintenance* are heard by criminal 
courts. Maintenance is due to tlu* wife until 
she is di\ orced or unless she is openly recalcitrant. 
But in the case of divorce, she is also (aititled 
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to maintenance until her period expires, accord- 

I 

iii^ to the scale allowed her before the divorce, 
provided she obeys her husband in regard to 
her lodging and gtmeral behaviour. Mainten- 
anev (;ontmues ev(‘n after the divorce if the 
w<nnan has a sucRling baby at the time of 
divorce. Fos this also the Holy Quran has 
'.pepially provided as follows : — 

And motluTs shall give suck to their 
(.hildr^ai two full years for him who desires to 
complete the suckling ; and on him to whom 
it i> born (devolve^) theii* sustenance, and their 
ch ►thing, according to what is just ; no bfing 
shall b(‘ tasked but according to its capacity. 
A mother shall not be forced for her child, nor 
he to whom it is born for his child, and upon the 
heir ^dtivolves) the like of that. But if they 
dtsiir !(► wean i)\ consent ^ind counsel among 
themselves, theh it shall be no crime in them, 
.iiui if ye desire to have a nurse for your children, 
tlien it sluall be no crime in you. when ye fully 
pa\' what yv. i>fle.r her, in all fairness. And 
tear (icKl, and know that God sees what ye do.” 
(Surah ii, 233.) 

(Hi) Kind Treatment . — The liusband is also 
enjoined to treat his wife kindly. This includes 
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all the virtues of a man which. go to ma^e the 
wife happy. If a man has more than one wife, he 
must also treat them all with t\fiut\' and justice. 
He is obliged to allow his wives to associate with 
their relatives, and she must never be prfve,nted 

from taking part in her religious and social circles. 

« 

(iv) Education.— lt is also tho'cluty <'l a 
man educate his wife especially in religion 
and on those points which relate to her e\'ery 
day life 'duty. If he hapixui to know little 
himself he must get instructions from a leanuxl 
man to teach his wife, or n'iust make arrange- 


mdiits.for .her religious instructions. Other- 

< * * 

wise the husband will be held responsible for 
any disregard of law and religion on the part of 
the wife. “ Give your wife good r.ounr>el, ” 


so enjoined the Hc‘l\' Prophet, “ and if she has 

goodness in her she will soon take it and leave 

< ' 

off idle talking, and do not treat your noble 
wife like a^. slave.” 

2. The Rights of the wa«.— The wife is 

bourfd to live in the dwelling of her husband, 

« • 

and to live chastely, and to obey him in albthat 
is lawful, and to spare no pains to make the man 
happy. I have dwelled on this subject in the 
coming chapter. 



MUTUAL FIDELITY AND LOVE. 

iT.muM 1 h' r(:iTioinb(M(‘d that the comforts 
of a hf)ine. social happiness, and management 
of the lioliseLoId. all largely depend upon a 
virtuous woman. That virtue in woman^hould 
be given the chief consideration in the selection 
of wif^ a])pears from the following wise words of 
our Prophet where he ^ay*! : - 

“A woman maybe married by four qualifi- 
cation> : One, ‘»n account of Her money: 
another, on account of the nobility of her 
pedigree ; aiiotlu’r. on account of her beautv ; 
the lourth. on acismnt oi her virtue. Therefore 
look out f(tr .1 Woman that hath virtue, but if 
vou do it from any ‘>ther consideration your 

I 

hands be nibbed in dirt." 

Till! Holy Proj)het (on whom be peace !) 
said that " the world is provision, and the best 
provision of this world is a virtuous woman." 

He lias commended the virtues oi the 
Quraish women as follows 

" The best women who ride on the camel 
are tliosc* of the Quraish. They arc most 
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affectionate to children in tlie^r infancy, and 
best protect the property ('►f their husbands." 
It must be noted that all g(V)d management 

% 

of affairs are based upon the two qualities 

mentioned abo\e in the Ouraish \vomen. 

Women, if virtuous, will convert their home on 

this earth into paradise, and shall* enjoy all the 

pleasmes thereof. Take for example, tlu* poor 

man’s lunne where once in twenty-four hours 

the inmates get only to satisfy half, their 

, * . 

appetite! and sometimes havt* to go without a 
meal for a whole dav and night ; but still when 

th^ hu^iband enters the home his wife greets 

* » ‘ 
f 

him jo\ fully and he equally embraces lur 

warmly ; tbeir united love fall^ on a little child 
that may be playing about. Tlu'v eat and 

eniov thankfullv, and endure the se\erities of 
life with patiencu, while always thinking of 
giving comfort and ease to ea(di other. They 
(*njoy the .blessings of hap])y liome-life. In 
this humble cottage, where an earthen lamp 
(chi7%gh) giv(‘s but dim light, there* are the rays 
of God’s light. 

Now, go to that stately mansion well- 

supplied with all the comforts of fife, but with 
no love between the man and wife ; darkness 
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and <i(]o()ni pervadis everywhere, there mental 
an}.;iiidi takes the lorin of stin,i,hn;^ scorpions, 
and gri(‘f and vexation that of drai^ons opening 
t\>eir jaws to ^w.illow them up. 

Tlwre*is no doubt tiiat in Idam men and 
women have (-(lUiLl but wcanen are weak 

and delica*tt',» and mm act as iiu*ir guardians 
<in(^. >upj)ly all tli'-n- ll'•l;.s^aries ol lif^ Men 
have, theivjore. -.uine pnoatleiice abovr women 
a^ exj^biiih'd in liir pivct dmg ihaptor ; and if 
we giv(' athougfillul coiKideralion wi; diall see 
the wisdom oi (lod th<jrein. 

1 give IhJow ^onie tradition^ of the Ifolv 
Pro])het wiiieh ^how lilt* position of the husband 
<ind \\]v standard oi lemale virtueS| 

'■ Ana-> report^ that the Holy Prophet said 
that when a wonmn iia^ slid \wr praveis li\a' 
tinits and has farted tiie immth (of Ramazan), 
and ha^ piaservial her chastity, and has obeyed 
her husband, she will ciM'tainly ent^’r the gates 
of Paradis(' by whichever gate she pleases.” 

” Abti-Hurairah rejiorts that the Holy 
Prophet was asked, Which of the women is 
best ? He said, ‘ Slu* who, when her husband 
looks upon her, gladdens him ; when the hus- 
band commands a thing, she obeys him ; and 
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who never fails him in licr person and wQaltli, 

I 

and never displeases him. ’ ” 

“ Ibni Abbas reports that tU? Holy Prophet 
said, A\hos(^ is given four things, ho is 
certainly given the best things of Ihis^ w(>rld 
and the hereafter — a thanktiil heart, a tongue 
that remembers God. a body that c'an endure 
a calaiViity, and a wife who defrauds not ^her 
husband in regard to lier peixm or in regard to 
his property.’” 

The husband is to be oi)(*yed even above 
the parents.* Obedienoy* to parents is enjoined 
upoh alL chiklren alike, a> we will^diNcu>s later 
on, but in \iew cd the* rights of tlu* hu>band, 
married woi;*^]! are md bound to the ^amc 
duties toward> their parents a> tli(‘ir unmarrit'd 
sirters ; for woman lier In^.t dutv to lier 

I 

husl)and, which i^ her highest dutw Mut 
It must be remembered that parents or husband 
shall r>nly l)(^ ol)ev(‘d >o long a> obediiaice to 
them does not constitute a sin in the sight of (iod. 

Tile Holv Propliet lias >aid, that “ no 
obedience is due to a creature- in rcjspect of any 
sin against the Creator.” 

Islam has also defincjd the rights of women 
and the obligations of men, and has divided 
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theii, rights and obligations among them in a 
way that is in accord with the civilization oi all 
ages, and is al^o natural. 

The Great God, while commanding women 
to Jx* obedient towards their husbands, also 
commands the husbands to take care of their 
wives ami lo look to their comforts. To 
maintain them with kindly treatment which 
women so highly esteem, is enjoined upon men, 
while, ill-treatment is strictly condemned. In 
ca>e^ polygamy. “ justice and equity ” to 
all wives are matle injjxaative. while in the 
matter of divorce special regard ha^ been 
>hown to woiiKii. 

Tin* following \er>e of the Ouran refers to 

« f r W 

the kilui tnnitiiurit <if women; — 

'• And as>i )C iale kindly with them, for if 
ye be a\'er>e to them, it may be that ye are 
averse ti>a thing wherein God has placed much 
good.” (Surah iv, i().) 

The Holy Prophet (on whom be p<.‘ace !) 
wa^ a model in the treatment of his wivt*s. and 
he has recommended such treatment to his 
followers. He looked upon a kind trc'.atment 
of the wives as a meritmdous act, and has 
exhorted his followers to bear with patience any 



40 


THE MARRIED COUPLjp. 


ill-treatment offered to them bv their wives, 

I 

and has likened patience on the part of the 

f 

husband to the patience of the t Prophet Job. 

flu 

The Prophet also said that ‘‘ a man who beat<; 
his wife is by no means a good man!” •“ Ad- 
monish your wives with kindness” was his 
word of advice to his companion.' 

" .^eshah, the mother of the faithful, 
reports that the Holy Prophet said, ‘ The best 

i 

man amone von is he who is l)est to his wife ; 
and I am* the best among you in respect to my 
wives !’ *' • 

*' Abu-Hairairah reports that^ the Holy 
Prophet said, ‘ The most perfect among the 
faithful in point of faith is lie who is the best 
among them in point of disposition, and wh(» is 
most kind among them towards his wife.’” 
Abu-Hurairah ♦ also reports that the 

i ^ 

I 

Prophet of God said, Let not the faithful man 
hate the fafthful woman : if lie hates some 
disposition of hers, let him be pleased with 
another that is in her.” 

< 

Again the sign of a man’s perfect faith is 
thus set forth : — 

I 

" The most perfect among the faithful in 
respect to faith is he who is the best in 
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dis}y)siti()n ambng them, and the best among you 
is he who is the best among you towards yrmr 
women/' (Mi^likat.) In short, it is n(‘Cessary 
for both, in social int(;rcr)iirse, to regard each 
other.and to behavt* witli decency according to 
their rcspectiv(' rAnks. Men and women are 
alike tohidecach other’s failings, to preserve con- 
fidence, to comfort each other, and to to f-ach 
other as ornam<'nts. Tin* idea lias been ])orne 
out in a very a])posite v(ts(‘ in the Ohran where 
it says “ Women are a. garment you and 
ye are a garment “to tlu^n.” (Chapter ii. 1S7). 

As ^arinc'nts are intended to coyer y^Tson 
and things to he concealed, men and wt>men are 
said to be as garment^ to (‘ach '>ther, that they 
may hide each other t<iiling‘^ ; and it need 
hardly be said lu^w inuc.li this <luty is necessary 
to the welld'uhng ol M»ciet^’. 



SOME MEASURES TO AVOID ILL- 
TREATMENT AND KEEP PEACE 
IN THE FAMILY. 

In order to secure good treatment from 
husbands? and keep peace and happiness in^a 
family, woman has been gixen right to separate 
herself from her husband and claim maiuten- 

I < 

ance from** him as well under certain contin- 
gencies ; she is entitled to refuse to live with the 
husband in case the fnahr (dowry) has not been 

^ I 

paid. And if the husband perpetratc's a crime 
or misbehaves himself in th(‘ house, tin* wife is 
entitled to live apart from him and to apply to 
the judge demanding maintenance from her 
husband ; if the lu’tsband has in any way 
improperly treated h(?r, she may ^»ue him in 
court to seek^redres> and e\'en demand separa- 
tion from him. If she has b(?en tn^ated with 
severity, or threatened to be dealt with harshly, 

I 

especially when the husband neglects to fulfil 
the duties imposed upon him by the law, the 
wife may refuse to live with him, and she cannot 
be sued for the restitution of conjugal rights. 
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She# is also eiftitled to maintenance. Similarly 
if the husband turns her out of his dwelling or 
goes away wUliout providing maintenance for 
^ler slie may seek redress from the court by 
ap|>l\iing dor the maintenance. If the husband 
uses such words towards the wife which imply 
tliat she is t(» ]>e unlawful to him the wife is 
entitled to refuse to liv(^ witli the husband until 
he has undergone the penance> consequent 
upo» ^uch a conduct ; and r^he may apply to the 
cnurt to enforce tlie precept or for 't\\e dissolu- 
tion of marriage. 

To a\'oid anv haish treatment the 

liusband, or if she lias la^ason to fear that her 
healtli or life would otherwist.* he endangered, the 
wile is free to leave the dwelling of her husband; 
l)iit she will eontiwue to be his wife and she cannot 
niarrx" another until >he lui#^ been divorced ; and 
in the nu'antiine the husband will be liable fur 
her maintenance. So long as the wife conducts 
lierself d(‘Centl\'. the liusband will also be liabl 
to j)a\' her the dowry as usual, and unk%s she is 
divorced, slu^ has a share in the inheritance of 
her husband. U a man intends to make a 
will with regard to lus landed property in order 
to deprive his wife of tlie inheritance, if there 
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is no other legal flaw in the will, the woman 

c 

shall have her lawful sliare in the inheritance 


after the deduction of a tliird part of his whole 
estate* wliicli alone he has power to dispose of 
by the will. 

The woman has full rights and powtTs in 

I 

respect of her own estate, and ev(*n after 
marriage^ die continues in her rights and powers ; 
slie can enter into any agreement with regard 


to her e>tate without the permission 

i 

husband. She can transfer her estate. 


of t her 
Th(M-i‘ 


is absolutely no religious/or otlier law to bring 
her htisband’s pressure upon her ; all respon- 

4 

sibilities and liabilities rest upon her aloni;. 

2. Pouers of the Husband . — The husband 
has power to divorce his recalcitrant wife ; he 
may refuse to maintain her ; he may sue her 
for the restitution of conjugal rights, and it 
shall be incumbent upon the wife to obey the 
injunctions of, the court. She is also liabK^ to 
*torporal jTunishment, though very light, for 
her fauK. If the wife misbehaves herself, and 

• I 

leaves her husband’s dwelling, she shall not be 
entitled to any maintenance at all. 



SjEPARniiwA BETWEEN MAN AMD 

WIFE. 


.\s marriage links together man and wife 
and makes tlir'in sliarei>. in the happiness of this 
life, so deatli and dieorce (wlicther availed bv 
the man or the wife) cuts asunder the ties and 
brings about a separation in their relation. 
And Islam has pro\ ided Sjx-cial laws for these 
emergences. 

I. On .the death of any 'one of the 

married {)air the marriage contract naturally 
conus to an end. 

Divorce separation takes place 
at the will of the man, it is termeef divorce 
(taldq). but this is only allo\ved in elttreme 
casts when there is no help left. The Holy 
Prophet is reported to have said”: “ The most 
hateful ef lawful things in the sight ol God is 
divorce.” 

Again, “ God has created nothing on the 
face of tlfo cartli that is more hateful to Him 
than divorce.” 
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Divorce, therefore, as the holj/ words of^the 

f 

Prophet show, is one of the most hateful of the 

things allowed in Islam, and, thev.efore, the less 

it is resorted to, the better. But disagreeable 
. ♦ 
circumstances do arise sometimes and ma,ke 

separation a necessity. Eved then, the law in 

I ^ 

Islam places many restrictions iipoiv divorce 

< 

in order ©to create occasions for furtlier consi- 

$ 

deration and opportunities lor reconciliation 

t 

between thb parties. But if after all tliis, J:hey 

do not finVi their way to continue in marital 

relations, the husband ,»and Wife are free to 

separlte from each other and to save the latter 

the hardship of having her future prospects 

wrecked. To prevent people to make light of 

divorce and to think of it more seriously, 

various means have been adapted. Even to 
\ 

make mention of diyorce in reference to one’s 
wife has been declared to lead tb far-reaching 
consequences j so much so that it may cause 
^eal separation in some cases. A Muslim, 
therefofe, is always under a sort of restraint, 

* I 

and fears to let his tongue unbridled on such 
a sacred subject. There is, however, a difference 
of opinion according to the expression used. 
If the words used mean or are meant to be used 
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for dissolutioVi of marriage divorce will take 
place whether there be the intention on the part 
of the spcakoj- or not, but if the words do not 
plainly mean and are not used for dissolution, 
while; th^y also admit of other interpretation, 
divorce cannot VJkv place unless there be also 
the intention in tlu* speaker to divorce. The 
former class of words i)(*ing plain and 4he latter 
figurative, the divorce that follows has been 
stylijd so, /.r., plain or figurative. 

Words used for divorce must r^fer to the 
woman in question, otjierwisc no^divorce takes 
place ; she .need n(»t. luuvever, be addAsssed. 
Reference* to her name or mention of something 
defining her will suflice. 

With the same object in view, divorce in 
Islam has be(‘y divided into three kinds 
according to the e.\pressi<ins used. 

I. Raja -It means the divorce 
expressed in plain terms once or Jwice. In this 
case the parties have the option before the 
expiry of the iddai (a term of four months 
and ten days) to return to each other without 
renewing the marriage-tie ; but if the term 
expires, tfiey shUll have to undergo a fresh 
marriage in order to renew the conjugal 
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relations between them. This fc^m of divorce 

c 

is called rajai because the parties are herein 
allowed within the period of i 4 ^at to return 
to each other. This measure is pro voided to 
nullilv the ettect of a rash act taken under 
provocation or heat of passion. It gives the 
partiis an opportunity to recoosider their 
posit ion»and not to bring the marital relations 
so abruptly to an end. The period is long 
enougli to remov e the cause of provocation and 
to haw* passions subsided, as well as to provide 
calm moments for bett^*i judgment. 

The Holy Quran says ; — “ Divorce may 
happen twice ; then either keep (tliem) with 
humanity, or^ dismiss (them) with kindness.” 
(Surah ii, 229.) 

2. Bdyin . — ^\Vhen the expression used to 
signii} divorce, is figurative or some delining 
words are added to those used in case (jf the 
Rajai divorce in order to make it more 
emphatic it is called Bayin, which literally means 
separation, as it leaves no right to resume 
conjugal rights except by renewing the 
marriage and if the parties agree, they may return 
tlius to each other within the iddat or after 
the expiry thereof. As the mode of expression 



THE MARRIED COUPLE, 


49 


in question shoYed matured consideration, fience 
the difference. While in an^er one is always 
plain and bpied in his expression, figurative 
language on the other hand is the result of 

matured thought ; hence the former lead's to 

• • 

Raja’i divorce, aiKl the latter causes Bdyin. 
But the oonjession fs alhtwed in the latter case 
also. If the parties agree they may rgturn to 
each other by a frt'sh marriage. 

Muj^haUuzzah (the se\'eresti is the 
name the fliirrl kind of divorce. • It takes 
plact‘ when the (fxprer.jion for diyorce is pro- 
nounced three times, at a tune or with ^ome 
intervals one aflta** another. This is very 
dangerous undertaking as it leaves very little 
chance for the reunion of the unhappy couple. 
The only wa\- toJ)ring them together in most 
cases borders on impossibility besides it^ being 
very uncongeifial. 

If after thc‘ expiry of iddat some one else 
marries the woman and this marriage after* 
full consummation again ends in divorce, not 
under some previous arrangement or constraint 
put upon the newly married couple, but as a 
matter of •chanci, the former husband may 

remarry her. Tlie rationale of this is not 

4 
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difficult to find out. The passycm of jealousy 
in us is strong enough to prevent us from 
stooping to such undesirable cotirse. Nti one 
who' has any regard and respect for marital 
relations would ever even think of this kind of 

I 

divc*rce which entails such ^ unpleasant tunirse 
for restoration of conjugal rights.. The Quran 
troscrib^s it in the following \'erse ; 

But if he divorces her again, then she 
shall not He lawful for hini aftci that, until she 

i * 

marry a husband oth(^r than him ; and it he 
divorce her, »then it shud be ho crime in them 
to ret‘urn to each other, if they think that they 
can keep within the bounds of God ; and these 
are the bounds of God which He declares to a 
people who know,” (Surah ii, 230.) 

The Holy Prophet always di^precated the 
Mughallazzah divorte : ” It* is rtiptirted by 
Mahmud, son of Ba'id, that the Prophet of God 
was informed of a man who had divorced his 
'wife by pronouncing the divorce at one time 
altogether ; whereupon h,e stood up in anger, 
and said, What ! the great God's book is made 
a sport of while I am still to be ^n among you ?” 


• From Nasai. 
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tUid the I rophet grew s<^) very indignant over 
It tlrat a man actually thought that the Prophet 
would ordt iMn* instant death of the man so 
tiiat he stood up and said. “O Prophet oi^od, 
-hall 1 sla\' iiim ? ’’ 

I lius it i> clePir that tliis lorm ot divorce 
at (»nce the marriage-tu* and the 

(:oiisecjuen(‘r-> of this insensate fury jnd j>ro- 
vocation air the worst in effect. The object (»f 
this to impir^- u])on thr parties the necessity 
o» ])lorer(l mg' with caution, judgment, and 
patienca-, and al><^ to k^‘ej) men a\\ay from this 

torm of di\’(»r('e. It would be imj>ossible^or a 

• • 

nice sense <d honouV and modesty to comply 
wilii the coiidilKuis above-stated in order to 
renew the c<»n]ugal rights. Tlie Prophet has, 
Uiereioie, t(»rbid|len tlie pronouncing of the 
divorce thrice at one time altogether, that tlie 
marriage relatihn might not come to an abrupt 
( nd. 

l)iVi>ice may take place by writing as well* 
as by w(uds. In sucli writings the divordfc must 
be addressed to the wife directly or otherwise. 
If it is addressed to the wife, it must reach her. 

If the Heed (jf divorce is made over to the 
father of tlu wif^ or to the Qazi of the place. 
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it shall be considered to have beyn deli\ ere^l to 
the wife. A divorce pronounced by n\inv>r or a 
madman or one in slumber does pbt take efirct. 

Vhe man has the power to divoret*. but he 
can also appoint any one to do this* lor Jiiju : 
he may even appoint his wile to do thi>, and 
divorce shall take ettect a^ ft i> pro- 

nounced bv the individual aiith<M*ized to do it. 

- « 

In law, it has Ihvii held that tlh" p'*wer must 
be exercisiM immediat(*l\* or n<»t at all. »> 

The (^mrt ul the Oazi haetlie j.mver to 
issue orders ^ »r the separation ot man and wile 
in causes hereinafter mentioned ; >ueh orders 

‘ ^ C I 

may be i->uod at the iii'^tance ot the wile and 
on the following.; i^round' : - - 

{i} On lefusin^ to the alliams* altei 
attaining maiorit\'*ii mau'ied wiiih* 
minor. 

(ii) It the man accuse> hi> wile of 
intjontinence ; in which ( ase they 
can never be married a-;ain. 

^m) If the husband refuses to in lifUain 

t- • 

his wile and excu>e> his inability to 
do it before the Qazi. 

(iv) If at the time of marriage the health 
of the husband so bad as to 
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1 xriuck* him from manhood ; provided 

# 

th<- woman proves tliat she had no 

t 

kn<i\vle<J^.^t‘ of it at the time of mar- 
naj^e and that h(‘ was still in the^same 
>tate. But in this case, the Qaziwill, 
iibnvc cvcrvthinj^. giv(^ him a year’s 
tfmc t<* ii his infirmity is really 
capable of currd ; if After the 

expir\' of the term he continues to be in 
the form(‘r state <)f health the Oazi may 
<!i^<eh-e the marriai;e. In all these 
» ii-e> the di!is(>lution of-marriaqe will 
tjk(' place accordin.^, to .the* rules 
it'^ardini; tlu' IViyin form of divorce. 

Dixorce nui\ only happen a\ a time wiien 
the wonuiii 1- in a -tate (d purificatiem : it can 
only be }>ron(nin«cd in three successive periods 
nl the woman’s purificatioii ; it cannot be pro- 
nounced in om‘ and the ^ame period ; it is 
irregular to pronounce tlu* divorc^ thrice at the 
same time ; it must always be avoided, but if 
the formula is pronounced thrice at tliE same 
tune, divorce will take effect, but the man who 
does this will thereby incur a sin. It is likewise 
unlawful to prondunce the divorce thrice in one 
period of a woiipan’s purification. 



KHUL’A. 

t 

The law of Islam lias also m'.icle , some 
provisions for the woman to demand separa- 
tion, if disagreeable relations arlsitigln matri 
monial tonnections drive her to it. This right 
of the woman is termed Khiil’a ; but striet 

I 

injunctions are given in ordi'r to deter wwnen 

I « 

from availing tliemsehes of this right. The 
khul’a is only consequ«nt upon >evcre neces- 
sity. *■ In this .case the man is allowed a specified 
sum, f»r certain concessions are made by the 
woman in his .favour ; but in any cast*, she is not 
to pay to him more than she has actually got 
from her husband. The Qurafii on this subject 

I 

lavs down the following 

i 

" But it is not lawful for you to take awav 
anything outpf what ye have given them, unles' 
‘both fear that they cannot k(;ep within the 
bounds of God. And if ye fear that they can- 
not keep within the Ixiunds of God. then there 
shall be no crime in them hr what she shall 
ransom herself with ; these ake the bounds of 
God, so do not transgress t lem ; and whoso 
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transigresses thp bounds of God. they are the 
wrong-doers/* (Chapter II, 229.) 

Tlie consent of the man is, however, neces- 
iary but if he dots not agree to separation, 
while the extent of t\w, animus existing between 
tht^ parties, in the opinion of the judge, has gone 
beyond the Itrqits of reconciliation and it seems 
to him only desirable tliat tht* woman should 
be divorced fr(^m the Inisband at once, the judge 
may ft^e his discretion and issut* injunction upon 
tht* husband to allt)w the wife to go. The 
following tradition is a good illustration : — 

Tlu* \vift‘ of Sabit, son of Oais, came t^ the 
Holv Prophet and said. “ O Prophet of God, I do 
not find any fault in Sabit. son o{ Oais, in his 
inanntTs or in his religion, but I do not like to 
be faithless in my fciith, that is, I would not play 
tht* hypocrite." The Proplnst said, “Wilt thou 
restore to Sabit the garden he gave thee ? " She 
said, Y(‘S." The Prophet of God then said to 
Sabit. ‘‘ Take back the garden and divorce her 
at once." 

If the wife is not able to pay the sum 
appointed to be p^id by her in kluiPa to her 
husband, the khul, a will not be disallowed, nor 
the husband entilled to resume his conjugal 
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rights. Of course, h * will lf»e entitled to 
enforce the payment thereof by a law-suit ; and 

V 

if the woman sues for her dowry, he may be 
excused on the ground that she had already 

I 

given up her rights to the dowry. ‘ If, it* be 
proved that the husband lias divorced the wife 
at the instance of the wife, and tliat no com- 
pensation was agreed upon to be paid thereior, 
it has been held that both the parties will ha\'e 
to forego their respective rights, i.e., llu? wife 
shall not** be entitled to her dowry from the 
husband, noi the man Entitled to receive back 
part V)f the dowry already paid tc*^ hej*. 

In connection with the subject of divorce 
the question *of IIi\, Zihar and Lian deserves 
special mention. They refer to circumstances 
which may tend to ill feelings and discord and 
to guard again^it them, divorcee a most hateful 
thing in the eye of God, in Islam — or something 
akin to it has-been prescribed to be a penalty. 


If the husband swears off from his 
wife for a period of four months or more, it is 

A 

called IlSi-. On the expiry ofjthe period, under 
the Hanh Code, the Bdyin divorce follows as a 
matter of course. The other umims, however, 
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do not take ij for a divorce ; but the man is 
obliged cither to return to his wife and resume 
the conjugaV# relations after undergoing the 
^penances ordained,* or to put away his \^fe by 
divoi^c. • If. however, the man refuse to divorce 
her, the Qazi shall issue injunctions for divorce 

But if the •husband return to his wife within 

# 

this fKTiod, he shall undergo the# penance 
prescribed. 

^2. Zihdr- T<» liken the wife of anv other 

• • 

member id her l)ody, by which hef person is 
understood, to any female relatives who are 
altogt'tl^er ^mlawliil for a man to marry, and 
thus render the wile unlawtul. is termed Zihdr. 
There are several forms of it : 

(a) To liken her to a ])art of (»ne’s mother 

or own sister which it is unlawful for him to 

% 

see : If a man sav to^his wife. Thou art to 

• • • . . 

me as the back (or hvWy) of my mother ; the Zihar 

divorce will take effect, and in c^^e the husband 
desires to resume his conjugal rights he shall 
yndergo the usual penance. 

{b) When the likeness involved is not in 
respect to any p^rt of the body, but is so fully 

• These are to fait thret* days, or to fteil or clothe ten poor 
men, <>r to tree a slave. 
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expressed as to show that divorce ^was intended ; 
e.g.. If a man say to his wife. “ Thou art unlawful 
to me as my mother ” ; in this case«either divorce 
or Zifiar may follow : if divorce was intended., 

t 

then Bayin divorce will hap|X‘n ; and if, only 
Zihar was intended, the same will follow. 

(c) When* the liken(‘ss invol\«('d* is not 
included «in any of the two cases ahove-meja- 
tioned. and the words do not clearly show that 
divorce was*meanl ; e.si., A man says to his wife, 

f • 

“ Thou art^ike my mother, or Thou art to me as 
my mother ? in this cast it wifi only take effect 
according fo the intention of tlu* spe^aker ; - 

(/) If divorce was intcuided. the sann* 
wjll follow. 

(ii) If Zihar was intended. Zihar will 
follow. 

(iu) If it was# intend(‘d to respect tlu' 
wife, neither divorce nor Zihar will 
happen. 

Similarly, if there be no intention on tlui 
part of^he swaker, the words will be treated 

f ^ 

as vain, and will carry no effect. 

3. Lian.—U the wife is charged with infi- 
delity by her husband who can produce no 
evidence to make out his case, a course has been 
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l)res*ribed in tju! followini' verso of the Quran 
which, when pursued, entitles the woman to 
s(*parato hers^ilf (rr>in marriagf^ tie. It also 
lijives both the jxiriies from undergoing legal 
pt^naKy- - the husband for accusing the woman 
of unchastity anef the wife for adultery ii 
proved otherwiste 

“ And tlioM- wh<» ;i>perse their w^es, and 
li ive n(> witness(s except tlu‘mselves, then the 

testimonv of one of tlumi shall be to tt?stify four 

• • 

timi*'- i)V (lod that \i*rily lu* i> of fhose who 
-peak th(‘ truti) /and 4he fifth time that the 
tairse of ^fod,be upon him if he be of ^thealiars. 
And it shall avert from her the punishment if 
she bear testimony tour times Jn God that 
\ enl\ he is of the liar>. and tlu* tifth time that 
the wiath of (iod be upon her if he be of the 
trmlifiil. .\nd if it werotnot for tho grace of 

f 

(fod upon y(Hi, and His mercy, and that God 

is relenting, wise ” (Sura^ xxiv -6-io). 

The judge will then dissolve their marriage * 

and the woman will l>e unlawful to the mJn once 

• • 

for all. and it shall never be lawful for them to 
marry each other.again. 

In the case of Zihar, the woman may apply 
to the court to issue injunctions upon the man 
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either to repent of what he has said, or to divorce 

f 

her, in order that she may be entitled to the 
nm’ajjal dowry and to marry airesh. 

\n the case of Lian also, tlie woman may 

f 

obtain a divorce through the court* : a\id 
is at all times entitled by law to bring a charge 

I 

of defamaiidn also against her lKisV)and. 

Upon a serious consideration of tl;ese 

A 

questions, namely, divorce. Khura, Hit Ziliar, 
and Li’an. it appears that in all of them the 
greatest regard has been shown to tiu‘ sanctity 
and honour ’ of womanliood as also j)ro\i>ion 
mad^ to. protect them from alj- oytrageou> 

I 

behaviour, even m words which may atfect 
their position. 



V/ 


IDDAT. 


I at the 'ii'atli of a husband, or 

after divorce or’kluii'a. marriat;e relation 
COOKS to* afj.tMKi. ])ut woman lias yet to 
waij lor hcrsclt for a pro«^crihofl perioc?, before 
>lir marries anoilu*r. Tlii^ period is termed 

t 

'iddat. Its main t>l)ifCt is to >ee if she* is not 

* • • 

witii child b\ her iorim r husband, and thus to 

^tdtle tile f}iu*>tion <)!♦ the inaiiifenance and 

inheritance (jf the comini; child. 

* • 

'riiis j>enofi \’;irie> according to the cir- 
('.umstaiu.a‘> of liu- ca'^e. 


(li In the ca-e of the d'‘aih of the husband, 
il the wife is not fwith child, it is four months 

t 

and ten days ; and if >he i> \ritli child, the period 


(*\tend> to the time of the birtli of the infant. 

(2) In the case of divorce or kjiuha, or any 
other form of divorce, if the wife is with child. 


the period extends U) xhc birth of the infant. 
Thus the Book savs ; — 

“And those ^vho are pregnant, their term 

t 

is that they lay down their burdens.” (Quran, 
Chapter LXV, 4.) 
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And if she is not with child the period ol 

t ' 

her waiting is until she has had her course^ 
thrice. 

‘ And the divorced woimn >hall wait tor 
themselves three courses.” (Chapt<r Ih 2^8). 

With regard to minor *girls or such aged 
\v(>men who 'have despaired of motlu'fhood. tlu* 
period fixed at three months, ((.'liaptei 
LXV, 4). 

f 

But it divorce happen> belore iii« . 

summati(tn of marriage, tlu* w(tman is not to 

wait for any term at ^11. * 

() ve who believe, when ve marrv l)elH\- 
' ' ^ - • r 

ing women, and then di\-orce them before \e 
have touched them, ye ha\a* n(» tt rin which yv 
must fulfil towards them ; but pr(»vide tor 
them and dismiss th(?m with a, decent dismissal. ' 

f 

(Surah xxxiii, 49).# 

It is also incumbent upon women waiting 
their period ^of *iddat not to adorn thianstKes 
'during this interval. The Holy Traditions 
say 

' f 

It is reported by Ummi Atiyah that tlu 
Prophet of God (on whom be peace !) said that 
a woman must not mourn the death of any one 
for more than three days, unless it be tlu* 
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husband, in which case she is to observe lour 
months and ten days. Let her not wear during 
this period art]^ coloured cloth but only ordinary 

clothes ; let her not apply surma to the*eyes, 

* • 

n(»r use perfumes except when >he is purified 

after having her c^mrses, when she may use the 
fragrant her^s and 5h>ves". To this Abu-Daiid 
adds, “ And let her not dye her hair#' 

I 

Besides, it is also incunil)ent upon the 
wonuin t(* live in the same lumse ’where she 
hapjientM t(> rtceive the news ol th^ death of 
her husband or \>*her«: ,Jhe news (»1 her divorce 


is delivered to her. She may onlv go^out#of or 

• * - 

leave the Inmse in case ol some urgent neces- 



INHERITANXE. 


If the dowry of the wife hits not been paid, or 

* 

paid only in part, it is treated a debt , whicli. like 
other debts, ha^ to be paid out ofiiu- property 
left by the husband on his deatli. Whatever 
remains after paying all these debts is distributed 
among the*heir> of the deceas(‘d. and the wile 
is also enfltled to a share in it. 

In the oa'>c of children, tin* wife gets one- 
eighth as her share, but if }u‘ has left no children, 
she gets one-fourtli. 

If the wife is dead, her children or lier other 
lawful heirs are entitled to tiu‘ <lowrv a^ well a> 
to her share in the propeity- of the husband ; 
but in thi> case tie* husband al>o share> the 
wife’s inheritance. If she has no' child, or if they 
are dead, the husband gets one-fourth, in the 
"^othcr case he gets one-half. The law of inherit- 
ance is plainly laid down in the Quran, and the 

i 

following paragraph is wholly devoted to it. 

“ God enjoins you concerning your cliildren : 
a male shall have the like of the share of two 
females ; but if there be females above two, 
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then, they shall have two-thirds of what he has 
left ; and if there be but one, then shall she 
have the half ; and his parents shall have, 
each one of them, a sixth of what he has lift, if 

t 

he jias a child ; but if he has no child, and his 
parents be his heir*, then his mother shall have 
the third*; apd if iJe has brethren, then his 

t 

mother shall have the sixth, after the# legacies 
which he shall have bequeathed, and debts. 
Your, fathers and your children, ye* know not 
which of th(,*m fs nearest to you in usefhlness ; — 

an <»rdinance from*God verily, God is knowing, 
wise. 

“ And ye shall have half of what your 
wives leave, if thev have no issue ; but if they 
have issue, then ye shall have the fourth of what 
they leave, after the legacies which they shall 
have bequeathed, and deb^i. And theV shall 
have* the fourth*t)f what ye leave, if ye hate no 
issue ; but if ye have issue, then they shall 
have the eighth of what ye leave, after the* 
legacies which ye shall ha\ e bequeathed, and 
debts. And if a man or a woman be inherited 
bv one who is neither parent nor child, and he 

f 

(or she) ha\^e a brother or sister, then each one 

of the two shall hav*e a sixth; but if there be 

5 
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more than that, then sl'iall they be (e^ual) 
sharers in a third, after the legacies which shall 
have been bequeathed, and dcibts ; without 
prejddice (to any one) ; — an injunction froin 
God'; and God is knowing, mild.” .(Surah^iv, 

II and 12). 



KINSMEN. 


^ The word family, in the Muslim sense, is 
not confined only to the relation of man and 
wife, but it. also includes those who are of kin 

t 

and whose care and good treatment ^re alike 
binding upon both man and wife. 

child is a joint asset of both man and wife, 
who na*turall]/ cherish deep-seated aiection for 
it. The duties the parents owe, to the child 
ar(‘ too clear to be stated here ; but in. some 
families there are sttp-sons and step-daughters 
wlio luive to be brought up. If the husband 

t 

has such a child by a former wife, the present 
wife may not l\ave natural affection for it, 
but it is incumbent upoj her, in vieW of its 
rights as a ci'eature (d“ the same God 5nd to 
please the husband as well, to treat it with love ; 
for the generous God has made it to share in tlrc 
wealth and prosperity of its father. Similarly, if 
the wife h«ls a child by a former husband which 
has to bc^ brougl^t up, though it by no means is 
entitled to* tlie wealth and income of the present 
husband, but as an act of goodness, as well as 
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to please the wife, it is incumbent upon ^ the 
husband to bring it up. The wife, besides, is 
perfectly within her rights if she ^Brings up tlic 
child by expending upon it out of her dowry as^ 
also by allowing it to share in tlie maintenaijcc 
she receives from her husbrfnd. 

There are many sucl/ instance?^ in the 

ff 

history' o^ Islam to sliow that the Holy Prophet 
and his noble Companitms reared up such 

f 

children with the same love and affecti<>n which 
one feels ^or his own children. *Everv*act of 
the Holy Prophet is a syfunai '(an example) for 
the Mjissulmans to follow, and every deed of 
his noble Companions a noble guide. 

Just consider and see how strongly >uch a 
treatment of each other’^ children in a family 
is calculated to bring liappine:^.^ in a h(ime and 
to increase the love ,of man and wife towards 
each other. 

To have regard for parents and otlier 

I 

kindred, to help them, and tr) render them 
services^ when needed, are also included among 

r t 

our duties to our relations. Parents who rear 
up their children after undergoing such hard- 
ships, have a right to the services of their 
children also, and as they spend the greater 
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part, of their wealtfi’ and earnings towards the 
bringing up of their children* they are certainly 
entitled to aVail themselves of their children's 
earnings and wealth. 

“ It is reported by Amar son of Shu'aib, 
who H'ports it frf)m his father (who again re- 
peats it from his grandfather), that a man came 
loathe Holy Pn^phet (on whom be pegee !) and 
said. I ha\e wealth, and my father needs my 
wt‘akh ; the Pr(>phet said, — ‘ Thoti and thy 
wealth are a po'^session of thy father ; — your 
children are a part of yom g‘.>od earnings, so eat 
<if the earnyig> of your children/ 

Obedienta* to paifuits and kindly treatment 
and l(»ve of one's kin are frequently enjoined 
upon in tlu‘ Holy Quran and the sayings of the 
Holv Pro))het. Jt may also be remarked in 
this connection that goodness to parents is 
considered so very important in Islam that it 
has been inculcated along with yie worship of 

God in the Our an, as 

And serve God. and join not a^i^Thing 

• • 

witli Him, and be good to parents, and to those 
who arc of kin, .and to orphans, and the poor, 
and the neiglibour who is of kin, and the 
neighbour wlio is a stranger, and the companion 
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(who kands) by your side, and the wayfyer, 
and what your right hands have possessed. 
Verily, God loves not him who i§*an arrogant 
boasttr.” (Quran, Chapter IV, 36). 

I 

And we have enjoined upon man concern- 

t 

ing his parents, — but^if they strive with 

thee that thou shouldst join with Mt what thou 
hast no knowledge of, then obey not them.” 
(Chapter XXXI, 14, 15). 

“ Ancl^good to his paniits.t and he was 
not a rebellious tyrant." (Clj^apter XIX, 14). 

♦ f 

“ .And has enjoined me prayc'r and purity 

* « • < • 

as long as I live, and to be*good to my mother, 

and He has not made me a wicked tyrant.” 

{Ibid, 31. 32' •' 

Not only is goodness to pyents inculcated, 
but respect and ten^jerness towards them also 

. . t , 

enjoined ; 

“ And th]^’ Lord has ordained that ye serve 
none but Him ; and goodness to parents show- 

ve, whether the one of them or both of them 

• « • 

attain old age with thee, and say not to 
them even uff (‘aye’), nor, reproach them, 

I 

but speak to them generous words.” (Surah 


xvii, 23). 
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The following ^ranic verses teach us to 
behave to our parents with humilitj' and to 
pray to God to obtain pardon for them and 
mercy. 

" Aitd droop the wing of humility to them 
out of compassion, and say, My Lord, have 
compassiorf yn them both, even as they nursed 
nv‘ when I was little.” (Ibid, 24) 

There is no need of specifying the other 
ncifrer relations. The following tradition from 
the Holy Prophet is also noteworthy : — 

“ Abu-Hurairah reports that a man said, 
O Prophet of God, who is mosf worthy to do 
good to ? The Prophet said. Thy mother. 
He said. And after her ? He safd. Thy mother. 
The man said, Tlien after her ? The Prophet 
said. Thy mother. The man said, Then again 
after her ? The Prophet said. Thy father,” 
In another tradition the Prophet is reported 
to have said, “ Thy mother,* Thy mother. 
Thy mother ; then after her thy father ; 
then after him those who are nearer of kin to 
thee.” 

In the same strain there is another tradi- 
tion recorded in the Tirmzi : 
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** The Holy Prophet thrice ordained ^ the 
duty of doing good to mother, then to father, 

and then to those who are nearer "of kin.’* 

/ 

“A man came to the Holy Pfophet, and 
said, O Prophet of God, I have committed a 

VI ^ 

great sin. Will my ropentanct avail me ? The 
Prophet said, Is thy mother alive. He said. 

No. The ,jProphet said. Is the sister of thy 

• 

mother alive ? He said. Yes. ‘ Then do good 
to her,’ said the Prophet.” 

It is to be inferred from this tra'dition 
that the sister., of the mother may pray to God 
to obtain pardon for the man, and goodness to 
her who is as a mother toliim may atone for 
his sin. 

Unfortunately, some of the Muslims do 
lack many of the virtues of their forefathers 
and so i^ exactly the case with regard to the 
duties c?f relationship among them. If a brother 
is in affluent circumstances and the other 
bK)thers are poor, in the first place, the man 
cares li^le for them ; secondly, if his wife 
happens to be an ill-tempered woman, or is 
ill-disposed to the people of Injr husband, the 
lives of those whose rights to the good offices 
of the richer have been so clearly defined in the 



THE MARRIED COUPLE. 


73 


Quri^n are reduced to a helpless and miserable 
existence. I^iit the lattei man or wife as the 
c ase may be fceK no sliame and fears not the 
hereafter in regard to the ])unishment tlfet is 
threatencKi to be inllicted upon tfiem in tlie life 
to Come. 1 lius 1 uv<*, and affection to 

parents Riid those of kin aix^ the duties 
enjoined by Ood upon cliildren and other 
relation>. Fhouj^li there be no provision in the 
temj^>ral law to eiifona* the>e duties*, yet those 
who bef'ieve nrihc' rounection and Mie day cd 
judi^inein. know lor certain th;4 there is a 
pumshimnt for tlh'in in the hereafter, notwith- 
--landine tlie ab'^ence oi any provision in the 
temporal law. If it be under pressure of the wife 
that the hu'^band iMunot fiiltil his duties, both 
>hall be held re>pt^i>ible for tlu*ir conduct to God. 
If. howe\er. the wile i> ^villini^ to fiAtil her 
duties to her ])eople. out ot her own possessions 
and property. <ind is only prevented by her 
husband, she shall not be held responsible foi* 
the non-fultilment of her duties, iiiasinucSi as of 
all the duties of a wife the most imperative are 
those towards hui' husband ", but the husband 
shall be charged with the sin. In social 
life, therefore, the liappincss and blessings of a 
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home and the mercy of God upon the inmates 
largely depend upon the kindly treatment of the 
parents and other relatives. 

“ These are the bounds of God, so do not, 
transgress them ; and whoso transgresses the 
bounds of God — these, they are the wrong- 
doers.** (Quran, Surah iv, 229.) . 




